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OUTLINES 

•Definitions & Criteria

•Regulations & Consequences

•Types & Examples

•How to cite other works



Definitions

• By Oxford Dictionaries: the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas 
and passing them off as his/her own. Synonym: copying (copy & 
paste), stealing (idea) 

• Who can be the suspect: academics, professionals, students, journalists, 
authors (scientific publication), artists (painter, designer, song writes, 
sculptor), and others

• With regards to science….intentionally><accidentally

• A research misconduct IS fabrication, falsification or plagiarism in 
proposing, performing/reviewing/reporting research results. 
(Office of Research Integrity of the US Department of Health and Human Resources)

• A pervasive (spreading widely throughout people) form of academic dishonesty

• Detection can be use software: Plagiarism Software®, Turnitin®





Steen RG. Retractions in the scientific literature: is the incidence of research fraud increasing?
Journal of Medical Ethics. 2010. doi: 10.1136/jme.2010.040923



Cause of Paper Retraction
• Fraud 

• Data fabrication: theft of data from an uncredited author (or generation of 
completely artificial data)

• Data falsification: editing or manipulation of authentic data to “prove” a 
hypothesis

• Error 
• Plagiarism: theft of text from an uncredited author (without citing the work)
• Duplication/self-plagiarism: using substantially the same data or words in different 

publications without citation
• Scientific mistake: a mistake that invalidates research, typically explained carefully 

in a retraction notice (using wrong statistical analysis, mistaken study design)
• Ethical issues: violations of accepted publication practice (eg, publishing without 

co-author approval, patient-related IRB violations, etc).
• Journal error: accidental duplicative publication by a journal through no fault of the 

authors



Steen RG. Retractions in the scientific literature: is the incidence of research fraud increasing?
Journal of Medical Ethics. 2010. doi: 10.1136/jme.2010.040923



Source: American Society for Microbiology



REGULATIONS & CONSEQUENCES

• Undang-Undang republik indonesia nomor 28 tahun 2014 tentang Hak
Cipta

• Copyright is "a form of  protection provided by the laws of  the United 
States (title 17, U.S. Code) to the authors of  'original works of  authorship,' 
including literary, dramatic, musical, artistic, and certain other 
intellectual works, both published and unpublished works." (U.S. 
Copyright Office)

Prior to Publication
• Signed Copyright Transfer Agreement (CTA) prior publication → released 

the right to other party

• No more right to use all the material in the manuscript without permission 
(including art-work/figure/table)

• Using other works (word, phrase, idea) including our own work that has 
been transferred must give authors a credit → cite it !!

• Cover letter: “this manuscript has been review and approved by all 
authors”

http://www.copyright.gov/title17/
http://www.copyright.gov/




COVER LETTER



REGULATIONS & CONSEQUENCES

• Far-reaching, long life-consequences, and no one is 
immune

• Consequences can be personal, professional (including 
institutions), ethical and legal:

1. Destroyed student reputation (suspended/expelled, bad academic record →
barrier to enter college/postgraduate program)

2. Destroyed professional/academic reputation: publishing is a part of 
prestigious career → loosing an ability to published ~ end of academic career 
(no research funding)

3. Legal impacts: copyright law is absolute → considered a criminal offense, 
possibly leading to a prison sentence

4. Monetary impacts: a journalist works for a magazine/newspaper/publisher 
(profit oriented) can be sued as a plagiarist → financial restitution



Misconduct Cases



The Office of Research Integrity, US 
Department of Health & Human Services
• Misconduct case summaries (2000s to 2018) 

https://ori.hhs.gov/case_summary

• Case Summary: Baughman, Brandi M. (2018) 
https://ori.hhs.gov/content/case-summary-baughman-brandi-m

• Pubmed.gov https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26317848→
RETRACTED

• ACS Publisher: ACS Chem. Biol. 2016 → RETRACTED  
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acschembio.5b00632

• Retraction with explanation ACS Chem. Biol. 2018 
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acschembio.7b01061

https://ori.hhs.gov/case_summary
https://ori.hhs.gov/content/case-summary-baughman-brandi-m
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26317848
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acschembio.5b00632
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acschembio.7b01061
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Duplicate (your own) Publication ~ Self-Plagiarism

• Re-using portions of previous writings in another manuscript, without 
specifically citing the earlier publication

• Re-using break up the copyright that has been assigned to the 
publisher, there is no consensus as to how many words can re-use 
[World Association of Medical Editors, WAME, 2010]

• Intentionally ~ purposively

• Multiple submission simultaneously → different group of reader

• Secondary-Tertiary publication/Duplicate publication

• Translations (publication in another language)



Avoid plagiarism!!

• Give enough time to do Research, Read, Review and Write 
(summarizing using your own word) Note..Note..Note…
• When you’ve just got interesting result → read-review-write

• While reading other works: nice for background →making note

• While reading other works, make a note: detail about material, method, 
result, discussion, future direction  

• Give appreciation to the owner (credit) all things that are belong 
to other (word/sentence, number/percentage, flow chart, figure, 
table, more overly idea  

• Paraphrase, use quotation marks (“…”), sumarizing→ don’t forget 
to cite! correctly & consistently. Style: APA, Harvard, Vancouver



What is the problem?
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